
STD Awareness Week

Andria Apostolou, PhD, MPH
IHS National STD Program Lead
OPHS, Indian Health Service 
andria.apostolou@ihs.gov



STD Awareness Week (April 10-16)

2

https://www.cdc.gov/std/saw/index.htm



STI National Strategic Plan

https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/STI-
National-Strategic-Plan-2021-2025.pdf

• Five-year plan (2021-2025) with annual targets 
through 2030 

• Developed by a Federal Steering Committee (including 
IHS representation)

• Covers: chlamydia, gonorrhea, syphilis, congenital 
syphilis and HPV

• Specific indicator on reducing congenital syphilis 
among AI/AN

• Implementation Plan under review by HHS

https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/STI-National-Strategic-Plan-2021-2025.pdf


New IHS NPTC Formulary Briefs 
Expand Access to Available STI Therapeutics
• IHS National Pharmacy & Therapeutics Committee (NPTC) Formulary Briefs offer a summary of 

recent clinical reviews for a clinical audience and also advise federal direct care (and participating 
tribal) sites regarding relevant additions to the IHS National Core Formulary (NCF). 

• These new additions to the formulary ensure access to important therapeutics for STIs in Indian 
Country. 

https://www.ihs.gov/sites/nptc/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/guidance/
NPTC%2DFormulary%2DBrief%2DSexually%2DTransmitted%2DInfections%2DPart%2DI%2Epdf

https://www.ihs.gov/sites/nptc/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/guidance/
NPTC%2DFormulary%2DBrief%2D2021%2DSTIs%2DGuidelines%2Epdf

https://www.ihs.gov/sites/nptc/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/guidance/NPTC-Formulary-Brief-Sexually-Transmitted-Infections-Part-I.pdf
https://www.ihs.gov/sites/nptc/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/guidance/NPTC-Formulary-Brief-2021-STIs-Guidelines.pdf


Resources
National AI/AN STD Prevention Workgroup: Contact andria.apostolou@ihs.gov

IHS National STD Program: https://www.ihs.gov/Epi/std/

IHS STD Listserv: https://www.ihs.gov/listserv/topics/signup/?list_id=167

IHS STD Trainings: https://www.ihs.gov/Epi/std/std-trainings/

Indian Country ECHO: https://www.indiancountryecho.org/resources/std-presentations/

Tribal Epidemiology Centers https://tribalepicenters.org/
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