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Learning Objectives
• Identify appropriate baseline serologies for HBV
• Identify who should be offered treatment for HBV
• Recognize the current recommended medications for 
HBV treatment



Global hepatitis report 2024: action for access in low- and middle-income countries. Geneva:World Health Organization; 2024. Licence: CC 
BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO.

Hepatitis B: Global Burden



Global HBV-related Deaths

Thomas DL. Global Elimination of Chronic Hepatitis. N Engl J Med. 2019;380:2041-50.



HBV Awareness
A minority of persons living with chronic HBV are aware of their 
HBV infection status
NHANES data (2013 through 2016) 
◦ 33.9% of those with chronic infection were aware of their HBV status.
◦ 11.7% of persons with a past exposure to HBV (defined by the 

presence of HBcAb) were aware they had been exposed to HBV

Kim HS, Yang JD, El-Serag HB, Kanwal F. Awareness of chronic viral hepatitis in the United States: An update from the National Health and 
Nutrition Examination Survey. J Viral Hepat. 2019 May;26(5):596-602. doi: 10.1111/jvh.13060. Epub 2019 Mar 13. PMID: 30629790.



CDC Screening and Testing Recommendations 
for Chronic Hepatitis B Virus Infection (HBV)

(MMWR March 10, 2023) 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/rr/rr7201a1.htm?s_cid=rr7201a1_w –accessed 7_28_23

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/rr/rr7201a1.htm?s_cid=rr7201a1_w


HBV Testing and Serology 
Interpretation



Name Abbreviation Interpretation

Hepatitis B Surface 
Antigen

HBsAg Indicates active infection. Indicates chronic 
infection if persistent >6 mos.

Hepatitis B Surface 
Antibody

anti-HBs Indicates immunity.

Hepatitis B Core 
Antibody

anti-HBc Indicates exposure. NOT seen in those immune 
because of vaccine.

HBV Terminology



HBsAg Anti-
HBs

Anti-
HBc

Interpretation

─ ─ ─ Susceptible. Vaccinate!

+ -/+ + Chronic infection

─ + ─ Immune from prior 
vaccination

─ + +
Exposure with immune 
control, low risk of 
reactivation 

─ ─ +
Exposure with minimal or no 
immune control, higher risk of 
reactivation  



Hepatitis B Management: Guidance for the Primary Care Provider - HBV Primary Care Workgroup - Hepatitis B Online (uw.edu)

https://www.hepatitisb.uw.edu/page/primary-care-workgroup/guidance


Management of the HBsAg (+) Patient

Hepatitis B Management: Guidance for the Primary Care Provider - HBV Primary Care Workgroup - Hepatitis B Online (uw.edu)

https://www.hepatitisb.uw.edu/page/primary-care-workgroup/guidance


Preferred Antiviral Treatment of the HBsAg (+) Patient

Hepatitis B Management: Guidance for the Primary Care Provider - HBV Primary Care Workgroup - Hepatitis B Online (uw.edu)

https://www.hepatitisb.uw.edu/page/primary-care-workgroup/guidance


Preferred Antiviral Treatment of the HBsAg (+) Patient

Hepatitis B Management: Guidance for the Primary Care Provider - HBV Primary Care Workgroup - Hepatitis B Online (uw.edu)

https://www.hepatitisb.uw.edu/page/primary-care-workgroup/guidance


Key Points
HBV is a major global health problem
Screen all adults 18 years or older with the triple panel
HBcAb indicates exposure to HBV
HBsAg indicates active HBV infection
Decision to treat based on HBVDNA level and degree of liver inflammation
Treat all patients with cirrhosis
Treat pregnant women in 3rd trimester at risk of transmission 
HBV is not curable (with current treatment) but is controllable with improved 
patient outcomes



Resources
https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/
https://www.hepatitisb.uw.edu/
Hepatitis B Management: Guidance for the Primary Care Provider - HBV 
Primary Care Workgroup - Hepatitis B Online (uw.edu)
WHO Global Hepatitis report: 
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240091672

https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/
https://www.hepatitisb.uw.edu/
https://www.hepatitisb.uw.edu/page/primary-care-workgroup/guidance
https://www.hepatitisb.uw.edu/page/primary-care-workgroup/guidance
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240091672
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240091672


Questions?


