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   Established in 1972, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB or 
the Board) is a non-profit tribal advisory organization serving the forty-three 
federally recognized tribes of Oregon, Washington, and Idaho.  Each member tribe 
appoints a Delegate via tribal resolution and meets quarterly to direct and oversee 
all activities of NPAIHB.

What WE Do:

NPAIHB Delegates create and update a strategic plan, which contains four main 
functional areas:

• Health promotion and disease prevention
• Legislative and policy analysis
• Training and technical assistance
• Surveillance and research

NPAIHB houses a tribal epidemiology center (EpiCenter), several health promotion 
disease prevention projects, and is active in Indian health policy.



IDAHO:  5 Tribes

OREGON:  
9 Tribes

WASHINGTON: 
29 Tribes

Member Tribes
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Dental Health Aide Program 
(DHAP):
Alaska Certification Application 
Guidance Process 



● Identified potential applicants
○ Drafted email that was sent to potential applicants to gauge interest 
○ Scheduled one on one zoom/phone calls with each individual that replied 

with interest
■ Explained application process, requirements, anticipated timeline   

○ Ad Hoc meetings
○ Dental Academic Review Committee (DARC) 

■ DARC calibration exercise 
■ Portland Area CHAP Certification (PACCB) calibration exercise 

○ Applications presented to DARC
○ Applications presented to PACCB
○ Applications sent on to Alaska’s Certification Board

Applicant Recruitment Process 



Guidance 
Process 
Checklist 



AK S&Ps 
Summary 





Professional 
Portfolio: 
Table of 
Contents



AK Certification 
Board Dental 
Application 
Checklist



AK Certification Application & “How-to” form



AK Certification Application CE log & 
“How-to” form 



AK Signature 
Page



   

Behavioral Health Aide Program 
(BHAP):
Alaska Certification Application 
Guidance Process



BHAP Certification 
Application 
Requirements
1. 5 page initial application similar to DHAT
2. Clinical Practicum Log 

a. BHA signature
b. Clinical Supervisor signature

i. 100 hours per year for a total of 200 clinical 
practicum hours 

3. Training Matrix 
a. AK: Certificates of Completion for each class 

required for level applying for 
b. PA: ATA degree or Certificate received after 

2-year programming 
4. Knowledge & Skills Checklist 

a. Self assessment not required by encouraged 
after year 1

b. Application requirement = Completed by 
Clinical Supervisor 

c. Needed Pages
i. Scoring Summary page
ii. Signature page 



Applicant Recruitment Process 

● Recruitment of 
Certification is identified 
with students once they 
start the education 
program 

■ THO or non THO 
■ Creating visuals 
■ Providing 

supporting 
documents

■ Creating 
contractual 
agreements 







K&S Checklist 
Scoring 
Summary Page



K&S Signature 
Page

The clinical supervision of a behavioral health aide or 
practitioner may be direct, indirect, or general as defined in 
BHA Standards. BHA's must evidence competence in each of 
the areas detailed in this document that is commensurate with 
the level of certification being sought, provided that: 

● The person providing clinical supervision must either be a 
licensed behavioral health clinician or masters level 
behavioral health professional, provided that a behavioral 
health practitioner (BHP) acting within the scope of his or 
her certification may provide day-to-day support and 
mentoring of behavioral health aides I, II, III;

● The behavioral health aide or practitioner must be 
supervised at whatever level of supervision is required for 
the specific service or care being provided;

● The supervisor may impose a higher level of supervision 
on the behavioral health aide or practitioner than that 
provided in this article, and

● The supervisor may develop an individualized protocol 
under which the behavioral health aide or practitioner is 
permitted to engage in a wider range of activities than 
that allowed under this article.   

By signing below, I verify that I have reviewed and understand 
the BHA Knowledge & Skills checklist and Supervision 
requirements under Sec. 2.40.010*. By signing below, I also 
attest that the applicant has demonstrated the knowledge and 
skill needed for the certification being sought. 



BHAP Student 
Support
● Creating opportunities for BHAs 

to receive Clinical Practicum
○ NW Elders ECHO
○ In-person events
○ Clinical Supervision 

recruitment/TA
● Holding informational sessions 

on Certification updates every 6 
months 
○ Recording sessions for those 

who missed and also for 
Mentors, Supervisors, etc.

● Meet 1:1 as needed and create 
monthly group check ins 

● Connecting with BHA THDs to 
ensure everyone is on the same 
page







Benefits of CHAP Certification
● Culturally relevant education
● Federal certification for two years- under authority of Indian Health 

Service (IHS) Circular 20-06; no exam or fees
● Provider Mobility
● Work to the full scope of practice
● Opportunity for work-force advancement (up to DHAT level & 

BHAP)
● Tribe may choose to amend their annual funding agreement (apply 

for Federal Tort Claims Act “FTCA” medical malpractice insurance 
coverage, allow tribes to bill Medicaid/Medicare for services, ect.

● Oversite from the Portland Area CHAP Certification 
Board-comprised of Subject Matter Experts (SMEs)working within 
tribal communities

● In collaboration with the supervisor-opportunity to provide certain 
services under general supervision



THANK YOU
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 

AT WWW.TCHPP.ORG


