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IHS Resources:
“Together 

against syphilis” 
Reference 

Booklet



Identifying 
and Treating 
Syphilis

Penicillin is the 
DRUG OF CHOICE

 for syphilis treatment

5



Best Practice 
Syphilis 
Treatment
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Penicillin is the 
DRUG OF CHOICE

 for syphilis treatment
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IHS Resources
PEN-FAST 

Reference Card



Syphilis 
Treatment
Penicillin Alternatives for 
TRUE Penicillin Allergy
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Using the PEN-FAST Tool 
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• PEN-FAST can be used for adult patients (age ≥ 18) with a documented penicillin allergy who need syphilis treatment. 
• It is NOT appropriate for pregnant patients.



Interpreting PEN-FAST Results
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Oral Penicillin Challenge – No reaction
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IHS CMO Letter
• Presumptive treatment of syphilis for anyone having signs or symptoms of 
syphilis or with known exposure to syphilis
o Provide testing and treatment with Penicillin G Benzathine for all contacts 

and partners, including non-beneficiaries

• Offer and provide DoxyPEP to appropriate populations indicated in the IHS 
guidelines to prevent bacterial STIs, including syphilis, chlamydia and gonorrhea
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Incentives
• Used to enhance screening and adherence to 
treatment

• $30 limit per person/per visit

• Can not come in the form of cash or anything 
that can easily be converted into cash

• IHS pharmacist-led STI screening program 
resulted in 10 fold increase using incentives
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39168449/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39168449/


Resources • IHS STI Strategic Initiative:
• Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI) Initiative | 

Strategic Initiatives

• Indian Country ECHO Syphilis Resources Hub: 
• https://www.indiancountryecho.org/syphilis-

resources 
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https://www.ihs.gov/nptc/strategic-initiatives/sti/
https://www.ihs.gov/nptc/strategic-initiatives/sti/
https://www.indiancountryecho.org/syphilis-resources
https://www.indiancountryecho.org/syphilis-resources


Contact Information 
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National HIV/HCV/STI Program
Indian Health Service Headquarters 

Division of Clinical & Community Services 

Rick Haverkate, HIV/HCV/STI Branch Chief
Rick.haverkate@ihs.gov

  
Holly Van Lew, PharmD, BCPS, AAHIVP
Holly.vanlew@ihs.gov 
(602) 791-7911

For questions about Incentive Gift Cards, contact:
Andrew Yu, MS, RN, ACRN
Andrew.Yu@ihs.gov 
(240) 472-6189

mailto:Rick.haverkate@ihs.gov
mailto:Holly.vanlew@ihs.gov
mailto:Andrew.Yu@ihs.gov


17


